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Abstract. In August and September 2008, four major storms directly hit or passed close to Haiti, causing 
widespread devastation. As of early October, 2008, the U.S. government has either provided or pledged just over 
$30 million in humanitarian assistance to affected Haitian populations in response to the hurricanes in Haiti. 
Congress provided not less than $100 million for hurricane relief and reconstruction assistance for Haiti and 
other Caribbean countries in the FY2009 continuing appropriations resolution (P.L.110- 329) signed into law 
September 30, 2008. The Haitian government says it needs $400 million over the next 18 months for hurricane 
recovery and reconstruction, and that so far the international community has committed $145 million. 
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Summary 



In August and September 2008, four major storms directly hit or passed close to 
Haiti, causing widespread devastation. As of early October, 2008, the U.S. government 
has either provided or pledged just over $30 million in humanitarian assistance to 
affected Haitian populations in response to the hurricanes in Haiti. Congress provided 
not less than $ 1 00 million for hurricane relief and reconstruction assistance for Haiti and 
other Caribbean countries in the FY2009 continuing appropriations resolution (P.L. 110- 
329) signed into law September 30, 2008. The Haitian government says it needs $400 
million over the next 1 8 months for hurricane recovery and reconstruction, and that so 
far the international community has committed $ 1 45 million. For more information, see 
CRS Reports RL34687, The Haitian Economy and the HOPE Act, by J. F. Hornbeck; 
CRS Report RS22879, Haiti: Legislative Responses to the Food Crisis and Related 
Development Challenges , by Clare Ribando Seelke and J. F. Hornbeck; CRS Report 
RS21349, U.S. Immigration Policy on Haitian Migrants, by Ruth Ellen Wasem; and 
CRS Report RS20844, Temporary Protected Status: Current Immigration Policy and 
Issues, by Ruth Ellen Wasem and Karma Ester. 



Current Conditions 

Since August, four major storms have directly struck or passed close to Haiti, killing 
hundreds and affecting hundreds of thousands of people. The storms have caused 
flooding in all ten of the country’s departments. Tropical Storm Fay struck Haiti on 
August 16 while Hurricane Gustav struck on August 26 with heavy rains and winds. In 
the first days of September, Tropical Storm Hanna brought more torrential rain, causing 
floods as deep as almost ten feet in Gonaives. Hurricane Ike did not directly strike Haiti, 
but significantly increased water levels in areas that were already flooded. Overall, almost 
500 people have died. 

Haiti was already experiencing a food crisis; the impact of the storms has greatly 
exacerbated the problem, mainly due to flooding. The storms destroyed approximately 



Congressional Research Service The Library of Congress 

Prepared for Members and Committees of Congress 



http://wikileaks.org/wiki/CRS-RS22975 



CRS-2 



one-third of the country’s rice crop. Haiti’s rice crop is essentially used for domestic 
consumption, and reportedly is a lifeline for many Haitians. 1 Livestock, other crops, 
seeds, and farm equipment were destroyed as well. The storms hit during harvest season, 
meaning that farmers will not have capital from this crop to reinvest in future crops. 
Some observers worry that additional food shortages and price increases could again lead 
to riots, like the ones in April of this year that killed several people and contributed to the 
dismissal of the Prime Minister. 

Table 1. Impact of the 2008 Hurricanes 

(as of October 21, 2008) 



Total Affected Population 


826,685 


Dead 


793 


Missing 


310 


Internally Displaced 
Persons 


151,072 


Internally Displaced 
Persons in Shelters 


35,000 - 40,000 


Houses Destroyed 


22,702 


Houses Damaged 


84,625 



Source: USAID Bureau for Democracy, Conflict, and Humanitarian Assistance, Office of 
US Foreign Disaster Assistance (USAID, DCHA/OFDA), “Haiti - Storms, Fact Sheet #3, 
FY2009,” October 21, 2008. 

Nearly 70% of the internally displaced persons living in shelters in the wake of the 
storms were in the Department of Artibonite, known as Haiti’s rice bowl. In the 
departmental capital of Gonaives, at least 80% of the city’s 300,000 residents were 
affected. Nearly half of those affected by the storm are reportedly children. Almost half 
of the shelters across the country are located in schools. The Haitian Ministry of 
Education is working with international organizations to clean and rehabilitate schools 
and find alternative shelters. The number of internally displaced people living in shelters 
dropped from just over 111,000 in mid-September to an estimated 35,000 to 40,000 in 
mid-October. Nonetheless, some schools will share their space with displaced people 
until they are able to return to their homes. Moreover, many families who have lost their 
homes and possessions will not be able to afford school costs for their children. Even 
though damage to schools delayed the start of the school year by over a month, the UN 
World Food Program has already resumed school feeding programs throughout most of 
the country. 2 



1 Frances Robles and Jacqueline Charles, “Storm Victims Left Hungry in Caribbean,” Miami 
Herald, September 17, 2008. 

2 U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, “Situation Report #13, Haiti: 
Tropical Storm Hanna, Gustav, Ike Update,” September 17, 2008; Report #21, October 9, 2008, 
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